March 5 & 6, 2016		+ JMJ +
4th Sunday of Lent, Year C

Forgive All Injustices

[bookmark: _GoBack]Bishop Fulton Sheen: “The Christian law is that the innocent shall suffer for the guilty” (Life of Christ).  

This is the only way to restore the balance of the world.
· The injustice that is naturally part of our world has a supernatural cause: sin
· We should strive for natural justice to be done in our world and to treat each other with justice
· But only a supernatural remedy will end injustice
· Also, many guilty refuse to suffer for their sins or to be converted
· Someone must make sacrifice on their account
· We must magnify the effects of Christ’s redemptive death by willingly suffering

One of the spiritual works of mercy: Forgive all injustices
· The merciful father in the parable forgives the son’s injustice against him
· St. Paul forgave the Corinthian’s injustice against him

Forgive all injustices does not mean:
· Allow injustice against others or myself to continue
· Condone injustice against others or myself
· Encourage injustice
· Refuse to fight injustice
· Put ourselves back into a harmful or unjust situation
· Ignore evil deeds done by people and take no steps to protect from further harm they might do
· Ex: Pope St. JP II’s attacker

This work of mercy does mean:
· Give people a second, third, fourth…chance: 70 times 7
· Forgive even enemies and those people who are not sorry
· Get over ourselves and our hurt feelings since we ourselves have hurt many other people and done much injustice
· Ask Christ to heal the wounds we have from past hurts and to heal others’ wounds
· Holding onto the injustices is like holding onto a hot coal: it will continue to hurt us until we let it go.  We can receive no healing until we let it go

What is the benefit?
· We stop the cycle of hatred from growing
· The power of Christ works through us because we behave like he did
· Our example can convert others because we are not acting naturally (revenge) but supernaturally (forgiveness)

“The Christian law is that the innocent shall suffer for the guilty”
· This is the law of love
· When we willingly suffer and offer it up, we transform the world; we remedy the injustice that is naturally part of our fallen world

For our sake, and the sake of the world, may we forgive all injustices

Rev. Eric J Culler
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