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May 9 & 10, 2015		+ JMJ +

6th Sunday of Easter, Year B

We Belong to Him

Lately, I have been trying to increase my knowledge of classic movies.  I watched Gone with the Wind a few months ago, and just recently I saw Breakfast at Tiffany’s with Audrey Hepburn and George Peppard.  Like Gone with the Wind, I must admit that I intensely disliked the characters, which I believe is the point of the film.  All of them are deeply flawed and sinful, but in their struggles, they show us the truth about ourselves, about sin, and about God.

I am thinking about a scene at the end of Breakfast at Tiffany’s.  George Peppard’s character, Paul, has discovered that Holly, Audrey Hepburn, leads a life of self-deception, marrying and running away from her first husband, then completely changing her life so she can try to marry this rich guy, and changing again to try to marry another rich guy.  All the time, Paul has been spending time with her and helping her.  At last, when she is about to completely change her life again, he tells her “I love you.  You belong to me.”  “No,” she says, “people don’t belong to people.”  But he responds “Of course they do.” 

That is the deep and profound truth about ourselves.  Of course, we belong to others.  People who love us have a claim on us, and we owe them a response in love.  Holly feared being put in a cage, and losing her freedom, so she took what she wanted from others and never made a return.  That is the modern mindset.  As a villain once shouted in another film, “I belong to nobody!” (Megatron in Transformers, 1986).  We hear that shout raised all around us.  “I do what I want with my life, with my body, with my time, with my money.  I belong to nobody.”  

Christ teaches us differently.  “It was not you who chose me, but I who chose you.”  Christ loved us first.  He not only created us, but he also saved us from the condemnation our sins deserve.  St. Paul put it this way: “You have been purchased at a price” (1 Corinthians 7:23).  Christ saved our lives.  Christ showed us a love greater than any love we have known: “to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.”  Here at the Last Supper in our Gospel reading from St. John, Christ is telling the apostles and telling us “I love you.  You belong to me.”  

Of course we belong to Christ.  After all he has done for us, we owe him a response in love.  The response he calls us to make is to keep his commandments.  He has already summarized these for us in the Greatest Commandment to love God and to love our neighbor.  In today’s reading he clarifies our response by giving us the New Commandment: “love one another as I love you.”

How does Christ love us?  With a love that sacrifices for our good.  With a love that wants the best for us, even when we do not want the best.  Many times we would rather sin.  We would rather shout “I belong to nobody!” and ignore God and our neighbor.

[bookmark: _GoBack]But to live that way is to live a lie.  We have been purchased at a price.  We owe Christ a response of love.  Love is really the greatest motivator.  This makes sense because love is the most powerful force in the universe: God is love.  But this type of love is not a mere emotion or selfishness.  This love is the love that Christ showed us.

If we keep this motivation in mind—to return in gratitude the great love Christ has shown for us by redeeming us—we will find it easier to love others in the right way.  St. Vincent dePaul was able to love the poor because he loved Christ in them.  St. Teresa of Calcutta was able to love the sick because she loved Christ in them.  We can love that difficult coworker, that troublesome family member, if we see our love as a response to Christ’s love for us.  

I leave you with a few lines from the poet Edmund Spenser on this topic:

And grant that we, for whom Thou didest die,
Being, with thy dear blood, clean washed from sin,
May live for ever in felicity;
And that thy love we weighing worthily,
May likewise love Thee for the same again;
And for thy sake, that all like dear didst buy,
With love may one another entertain.
So let us love, dear Love, like as we ought:
Love is the lesson which the Lord us taught.

Rev. Eric Culler
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